[C] “[Like the days on which the Jews got relief from their enemies, and] 
as the month that had been turned for them from sorrow into gladness 
[and from mourning into a holiday; that they should make them days 
of feasting and gladness, days for sending choice portions to one 
another and gifts to the poor]” (Est. 9:22). 


[D] Said R. Helbo, “But that is [on the stipulation that the Megillah is 
read] by the fifteenth day.” 


[E] That accords with [that which was said by] R. Abbahu in the name 
of R. Eleazar, “‘And it shall not pass’ (Est. 9:27) [means]: It shall 
not pass [the fifteenth day].” 


[F] [Maintaining the same view,] R. Isaac bar Nahman in the name of 
Samuel: “‘And it shall not pass’ (Est. 9:27) [means] It shall not 
pass [the fifteenth day].” 


[G] That which you have said applies to the reading of the 
Megillah. But as to making a banquet, they do so only on the 
fourteenth or fifteenth, 


[H] and they distribute gifts to the poor only on the fourteenth or 
fifteenth, 


[I] [for] the poor expect gifts only on the fourteenth or fifteenth day 
[of Adar]. 


[J] Then perhaps these days should serve for the reading of the 
Megillah and those for the banqueting? 


[K] R. Helbo, R. Huna in the name of Rab: “‘That these days 
should be remembered and kept [throughout every 
generation, in every family, province, and city and that 
these days of Purim should never fall into disuse among the 
Jews, nor should the commemoration of these days cease 
among their descendants]’ (Est. 9:28) ‘remembered’ 
through the reading of the Megillah, ‘and they are kept’ 
through banqueting.” 


[L] [Since Rab has interpreted the verse in this way,] is that 
to say that the Scroll of Esther is available for exegesis 
[of that kind]? 


[M] R. Helbo, R. Yosé in the name of R. Eleazar: “Here it 
is stated, ‘[Letters were sent to all the Jews, to the 127 
provinces of the kingdom of Ahasuerus,] with words of 
peace and truth’ (Est. 9:30). And elsewhere it is stated, 


